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2008 is the year that we will 

see a significant change in 

the Resource Center as we 

clear out dated materials, 

embrace the DVD and pur-

chase an above normal 

amount to aid the transi-

tion.   

We are ready both philoso-

phically and financially.  

See page 2 for funding de-

tail that will make sure the 

job gets done.  Thanks to all 

of our judicatories, board 

members, and other advo-

cates.  The best is yet to 

come! 

Fair Use: What Would Jesus Do? 

      With the current writer’s strike, the issue of creative rights and fair use are on 

everyone’s minds, and we are getting a real taste of life without a healthy artistic 

community and economy.  Most of us are pulling for the writers to be recognized for 

their part in the total process of creating entertainment, which we love to consume. 

     People who do anything that is creative (sewing and quilting, in my case) know 

the joy that comes with creating something new, unique, pleasurable.  Those who 

work really hard to support themselves as creative professionals deserve financial 

support.  Those who continue to do things on a less formal basis also deserve finan-

cial consideration if they request it.  Respect is best demonstrated by others who do 

not assume they can take ideas and productivity without either reimbursement or 

permission.  

Never assume it is your right just because you see it, and it is “perfect.”  It is easy to 

get yourself talked into a “just this once” mentality, to ignore the protocol of copy-

right and ownership issues.  Please get permission to copy and use ideas, products, 

results, even from friends and coworkers.  You will reap great rewards. 

In many cases people do share their productivity willingly.  They may do so because 

they support the same cause, and want to help others make the best use of their 

time as they both work for a similar result.  That is great when it is offered from 

the heart and appreciated by the recipient. 

Many blogs were founded to support such generosity.  We’re not there yet, but we  

offer our WEB site as a place for posting information you want to share.  When in-

formation is put on a blog or other parts of the Internet, a large portion of the public 

thinks it is public domain.  That is not true.  As Christians I think Jesus would 

want us to respect others, and would not justify taking creative property wherever 

we find it?  What would Jesus do?       

I remember reading an article by John Gocke, a well known youth leader, in which 

he defended the rights of the artists and producers to make a living from their crea-

tivity and work.  While articles abound on this subject his stuck with me because he 

talked about what Jesus would do and/or did do in relationship to this topic.  (I can 

make short reference to it under a fair use copyright clause, but I refer you to the 

United Methodist Publishing House, c. 2005, to find the article.)   

John reminded us that Jesus took a resource everyone had to work with (water) and 

turned it into something special (wine) to handle an immediate dilemma.  He did 

not  steal wine, money to buy wine or offer a cheaper, watered down version.  He 

was not using other people’s work or product at all.  He created his own product and 

had every right to use it or give it away.  He is also famous for saying we must give 

each power its due, whether it be Ceasar or God.  I think you know what Jesus 

would do, he would respect others and the work of others. As a Christian shouldn’t 

we also be fair and honest and witness to the world? 
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ASHLEY GRANT FROM UCC TO ENHANCE MINISTRY TO CHILDREN & YOUTH 

 

The Resource Center for Churches is happy to announce receipt of a grant from the Ashley Foundation, a funding out-

reach of the United Church of Christ.  The initial grant of $4,000 arrived in late 2007, and will be funding many mate-

rials for children and youth up to the age of 18.  We have been soliciting suggestions and have already acquired a vari-

ety of materials.                                                         

 

 Take back your kids 

No, Why Kids-- of all ages need to hear it 

Love Languages of Children  (Book on CD) 

Love Languages of Teenagers  (Book on CD) 

Godparenting 

MORE RESOURCES FOR KIDS: 

Dog Heaven 

Remembering My Pet 

Remembering My Grandparent 

For Heaven’s Sake 

The Table Where Rich People Sit 

Different Just Like Me 

Does God Forgive Me ? 

Growing Together: Sermons for Children 

What you will see inside a Mosque 

What you will see inside a Catholic Church 

What you will see inside a Jewish temple 

The Ashley Grant represents a long-

term partnership.  This is the first of 

three installments (over 3 years) to help 

us meet the needs of our children and 

youth under the age of 18. 

The Resource Centers offers one full 

room of curriculum, books, media and 

resources for this portion of our ministry. 

Come check out our room and watch for 

all the changes. We are thrilled and 

thankful for this opportunity! 

Recently we have also been awarded 

a grant from the Granner Fund, an 

outreach of the Episcopal Diocese.  

This is a one-time grant in the amount of 

$1800.  This is also earmarked for re-

sources that will help with Youth Minis-

try.  This builds on the Ashley Grant by 

being a little more diverse in guidelines 

and could include resources for upper 

teen transition years and the Christian 

Educators and Parents who teach and 

mentor them.  We are taking suggestions 

for youth ministry materials.  We are 

also using some of these funds to update 

the format of some holdings to DVD. 

We are also grateful to House of 

Hope Presbyterian Church who 

gave us a gift, which is in general sup-

port of our collection.  All of this support 

will help us make the transition from old 

technology to new. 

Love Languages of Teenagers  

Love Languages of Children 

What I Believe, Kids Talk About Faith 

Youth Bible Study — Beginnings 

Learning to Use My Bible—Class Pak 

Little Journeys Through the Old Testament 

Wiggles and Squiggles: 60 Bible-based Classroom Games 
and Activities 
Large-as-Life Bible Adventures (Skits and Drama CD) 

Kids Care!  75 Ways to Make a Difference 

Peanut Butter and Jelly Prayers 

Tween Time: Fellowship and Service Projects ... 

Christianity’s Family Tree (Book and DVD curriculum) 

Acting It Out: 74 Short Plays for Starting Discussions 

Tween Spirituality: …. 

SOME ABOUT KIDS: 
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The Resource Center for Churches provides excellent sources for celebrating Lent at your church or at home. Check out 

some of their recommendations this year. 

For adults: 

Countering Pharaoh’s Production-Consumption Society Today, 120 min. DVD with CD-Rom containing printable ma-

terial, published by Living the Questions (2006). Ideal for Advent and Lent, five sessions: “The Way Out,” “The 

Decalogue,” “Countering Caesar,” “An Act of Imagination,” and “On Not Doing God Any Favors.” 

Death and Resurrection of Jesus, two VHS tapes (approx. 120 min. total) with leader’s guide, published by UMCom 

Productions (2000). Marcus Borg shares his understanding on the meaning of the death and resurrection of Je-

sus to the early church in six segments: “What happened on Good Friday?” “What happened at Easter?” “Jesus is 

Lord,” “Jesus is the Way,” “Jesus as Sacrifice,” and “Jesus, God’s Love Revealed.” 

Give Us This Day: Lenten reflections on baking bread and discipleship, book (123 pages) by Christopher Levan, pub-

lished by Seabury Books (2007). Meditations for every day in Lent (each beginning with scripture verse and 

prayer) and recipes for baked goods, from pancakes to challah. 

Jesus File: Tracking the Messiah, two DVDs (104 min. total) published by Films for the Humanities (1998). These 

programs chart Jesus’ life within the context of his times: “Preparing the Way for Jesus,” “From Carpenter to 

Preacher,” “Jesus Gathers a Following,” “The Last and First Days of Jesus.” 

Living the Questions 2.0: An Introduction to Progressive Christianity, three DVDs (seven 20-min. sessions each; three 

hours total), published by Living the Questions (2007). Creates an environment where participants can explore 

what’s next for Christianity. 

Saving Jesus, DVD, readings, and guided discussion (twelve sessions at 90 to 120 hours each) published by Living 

the Questions (2006). A small-group exploration of Jesus for the third millennium. 

For children: 

Puzzle Club Easter Adventure, 30 min. VHS tape with parent’s guide, published by Envoy Productions (1998). Young 

detectives have to decide between finding a lost cat and caring for their ill adviser. 

The Last Supper, 30 min. VHS tape published by CCC of America (1999). Portrays the apostles entering Jerusalem 

for Passover, Judas’s betrayal, and celebration of the Last Supper. 

Veggie Tales: An Easter Carol, 49 min. DVD published by Big Idea (2004). Cavis and Millward (Bob and Larry) and 

an angel named Hope must convince Ebenezer Nezzer that Easter is about more than candy, explaining why 

millions of Christians celebrate Easter.  

 For all ages: 

Matthew, two DVDs (120 min. total) published by the International Bible Society (2004). Powerful and entertaining, 

word for word from the NIV, filmed in Tunisia, Morocco, and South Africa. 

Many new Lenten resources have been ordered and are starting to arrive now. These are especially good for discussion 

groups or Sunday school classes. 

To borrow a resource, contact the center at info@resourcesforthejourney.org or telephone (888) 293-9901 (toll free) from 

greater Minnesota or (612) 870-0861 from the Twin Cities area. The staff will gladly reserve one of these or another re-

source for you. The center has books, DVDs, reference works, choir anthems, and even a labyrinth available for loan. 

.   

Resources for Cultivating Spiritual Vitality This Lent 



Resource Center for Churches 

122 W. Franklin Avenue, Room 2 

Minneapolis, MN 55404 
 

612-870-0861 or 888-293-9901 (toll free) 

Email: info@resourcesforthejourney.org 

Website: www.resourcesforthejourney.org 

Your Partner in Ministry 

 

The Resource Center for Churches partners with congregations in 

ministry by providing print and audio-visual resources, 

consultation services, training, and networking to facilitate the 

journey of faith. 

It is an ecumenical ministry of the: Episcopal Diocese of 

Minnesota; Minnesota Annual Conference United Methodist 

Church; Minnesota Conference United Church of Christ; 

Presbytery of the Twin Cities Area; Synod of Lakes and Prairies 

(PCUSA). 

 

Staff 

Ginger Stemme, Director 

Sally Vanderwerf, Resource Assistant 

 

Board 

Episcopal Diocese of Minnesota: Bronwyn Clark Skov, Joanie 

Delameter, Minnesota Annual Conference, United Methodist 

Church: Victoria Rebeck,  Gloria Roach Thomas, Diane C. Olson; 

Minnesota Conference United Church of Christ:  Glen Herrington 

Hall (Secretary); Presbytery of the Twin Cities Area: Jan Snell; 

Synod of Lakes and Prairies (PCUSA): Diana Barber, Norma 

Spurgin (Vice-President) and At-Large: Ron Cottone (President), 

Disabilities Awareness Ministries 

ATTENTION VIDEO USERS: 

The great news is that we have been gifted and 

granted some extra money to expand our media 

holdings.  This will be a year-long project.   

We do not anticipate purchasing VHS format in 

the future, because it is old technology.  Players 

are difficult to purchase already.  We are re-

placing “classic” titles with DVD as we find 

them available .   

Your challenge is to make sure your church is 

prepared with a good quality DVD player that 

will play multiple types of DVD’s.  You will also 

find it necessary to test each DVD on your 

player before the moment of presentation. 

The church world has not settled on only one 

format, and has certainly not wholly supported 

the Blue Ray format most recently favored by 

Hollywood.  In the meantime, we still have 

some great programs on VHS for you to use. 

TAKE THE CHALLENGE:   

In the article on page one, we think about Je-

sus making wine as a creative accomplishment 

that he had the right to share.  I hope that as 

you read the article, you realize how much I 

love to have people share.  I just think we need 

to follow certain protocols relating to copyright 

and ownership issues.   

I urge people to use their own creativity.  Most 

people can do more than they think.  We have 

easy access to dozens of camera devices to 

make your own slides and movies.  Since you 

may not assume every picture posted on the 

Internet is yours to grab and use, you may 

want to start your own library of shots.  And 

feel free to share them, if you desire! 

We are happy to provide you with resources for 

which we have arranged public performance 

rights.  We do this as often as possible. 


